Abnormal expression of Ki-67 antigen in hair follicle of alopecia areata.
The monoclonal antibody Ki-67 was used to determine the numbers of cycling cells in hair follicles both in alopecia areata and in normal scalp skin. Pronounced nuclear staining was limited to the area below the critical line of Auber and the exterior part of the outer root sheath. In alopecia areata there is reduced nuclear Ki-67 binding in the bulb of anagen hair follicles. These findings indicate that inhibition of keratinocyte proliferation might be a pathogenetic mechanism in alopecia areata.